The retirement of Dr Nigel Allan from the Wellcome Library after twenty-six years as Curator of the Oriental Collections marks the end of an era.
In 2004, a very successful exhibition of Asian treasures from the Wellcome Library's collections, entitled 'Asia: Body, Mind, Spirit', was curated by Nigel Allan and a small team of assistants from other major London institutions including Asia House and London University. It was complemented by Pearls of the Orient: Asian Treasures from the Wellcome Library, a volume edited by Allan. These are but two in a succession of professional achievements through which he has brought the Wellcome Library's Asian collections from a position of obscurity to one of international recognition.
Allan For many years he served on the committee of the National Council for Orientalist Library Resources serving as its chairman from 1995 to 1997. It was with some reluctance he undertook the honorary secretaryship of the Friends of the Wellcome Institute (later the Friends of the Wellcome Library and Centre). Allan soon found himself steering the Friends through difficult waters with skill and success. He built up a great rapport with many of the members and contributed much to the organization, and was greatly saddened when it was finally disbanded.
Impatient with corporate policies, Allan was a strong believer in teamwork, the building of consensus through direct communication, and the importance of involving everyone in an enterprise whatever their role. Always eager to promote younger colleagues, it was a source of great pleasure and pride that so many who had contributed to the work of the Wellcome Library's Oriental Department should subsequently be successful in their own careers, and attain senior positions in universities and libraries in Britain, Continental Europe, America and Australia.
Though often working long hours at the Library, Allan firmly believed in the importance of life outside the workplace. Friends and colleagues will recall the annual garden parties given in the beautiful home he shared with his mother near Canterbury, hospitality that continued to be generously dispensed after her death and his move to Beckenham. In earlier days he took a keen interest in his mother's kennels and himself successfully bred and exhibited his King Charles spaniels. Allan has always been an active member of the Church of England. He served on the East Bridge Deanery Synod of the Canterbury Diocese, convening its Social Responsibility Committee where he addressed such difficult problems as the remarriage of divorced persons and the Gloucester Report on obscenity and pornography. His many interests include music, gardening and the outdoor life, all of which he will have time to enjoy when he returns to his beloved Scotland later this year. Allan was, perhaps above all, loyal to his friends. He never allowed the memory of his predecessor and friend, the late Marianne Winder, to pass out of the mind of the Wellcome Library. Nor will his memory fade from the institution to which he dedicated a quarter of a century of his best work. We, and all his friends, join in wishing him many years of continued happiness and fulfilment.
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